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THE 


MODERATE REFORMER. 


Some of the Abuſes in the preſent Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England are fo 
groſs and ſo manifeſt, and have lately 
been pointed out ſo clearly and ſtrongly 
by Dr. Prieſtley, and other able Writers, 
that, unleſs the Biſhops and other leading 
Men in the Church are ſpeedy and active 
in procuring a Reformation of them, there 
is Reaſon to apprehend the People them- 
ſelves ' may take the Buſineſs into their 
own Hands, and perform it with a Degree 
A2 of 
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of Violence that will endanger the Con- 
tinuance of the Eſtabliſhment itſelf. To 
prevent this, I could wiſh to 'ſee the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury move the Houſe 
of Lords to eſtabliſh the following Regu- 
lations by Act of Parliament. 


I. Wurrzas the Practice of chuſing 
Biſhops by the Deans and Prebendaries of 
Cathedrals in conſequence of a Writ of 
Cong d'Elire, when the Electors dare 
not chuſe any Perſon but him whom the 
King has recommended, through Fear of 
incurring a Præmunire, is a fooliſh, if not 
an impious, Piece of Mockery: The 
Biſhops ſhould be appointed at once by 
the King's Letters Patent under the Great 
Seal, as they are at this Day in Ireland, 
and as they were in England in the Reign 
of King Edward VI. 


II. WHERE=- 
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II. Whereas Biſhops may now be 
made at any age after that of thirty Years, 
by Means of which young Clergymen of 
high Birth and great Intereſt ſometimes 
are promoted to theſe venerable Stations 
at one or two and thirty Years of Age, 
over the Heads of much more learned and 
experienced and reſpectable Clergymen, 
who are much fitter for them ;—let it be 
enacted, That no Clergyman ſhall be ca- 
pable of being made a Biſhop till he is 
completely forty Years old. 


III. WHEREAs Biſhops are the Super- 
intendants of the Paſtoral Clergy of the 
Kingdom, and ought therefore to be well 
_ acquainted with the Duties of the Paſtoral 
Office, and experienced in the Practice of 
them ;—it- ſhould be enacted, That no 
Man ſhould be capable of being. a Biſhop, 
unleſs he had been a Rector, or Vicar, of 


ſome 
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ſome Pariſh, with Cure of Souls, for at 
leaſt ten Vears, and during each of the 
ſaid ten Years had been reſident in his 
| Pariſh or Pariſhes, ſo as to have officiated 
at his Church in ſome Part of the Ser- 
vice for forty different Sundays in each 
Year. 
Tus Regulation would give the Paſ- 
toral Clergy ſome Chance of being Biſhops, 
which now they have not, though their 
Conduct as Pariſh Prieſts has been ever ſo 
meritorious. 

BuT I would make an Exception to 
this Rule in Favour of the two Regius 
Profeſſors of Divinity at the Univerſities of 
Oxford and Cambridge. Thoſe Perſons 
who had held theſe Profeflorſhips for ten 
Years, and reſided in the Univerſiti 
during that Time, and done the Duties 4 
their Offices themſelves, and not by De- 
puties, ſhould be capable of being made 

Biſhops, 
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Biſhops, as well as if they had been reſident 
Pariſh Prieſts during the fame Time. 


IV. Some of the poorer Biſhoprics 
ſhould have conſiderable Preferments an- 
nexed to them by Act of Parliament. 
Thus, for Example, the Deanery of Weſt- 
minſter ſhould be annexed perpetually to 
the Biſhopricof Rocheſter: and the Deanery 
of St. Paul's ſhould be annexed perpetually 
to the Biſhopric of Lincoln, which is a 
great and laborious Biſhopric, containing 
one thouſand five hundred Pariſhes, and | 
the Revenue of it is only one thoufand ſeven 
hundred Pounds a Year. The Deanery of 
Durham might, in like Manner, be an- 
nexed to the Biſhopric of Oxford; and 
the Deanery of Chriſt Church, Oxford, to 
the Biſhopric of Briſtol. And, ſometimes, 
a very rich Living in a poor Biſhopric 
might be annexed to the Biſhopric, ſo 


as 


86) | 
as to be held in commendam with it, by 
the Biſhop; who ſhould likewiſe be obliged 
to keep a Curate at it, at a very handſome 
Salary, to do the Duty of the Living, when 
the Biſhop was abſent from it, attending 
Parliament, or the Duties of his Biſhopric. 
The following Inſtance will explain my 
Meaning. The Living of Winwick, in 
Lancaſhire, is ſaid to be worth three 
thouſand Pounds a Year; but is allowed 
by Everybody to be worth two thouſand 
Pounds a Year. It is in the Gift of the 
Earl of Derby, and is fituated in the 
Biſhopric of Cheſter. I would have the 
Parliament buy it of Lord Derby, and 
annex it for ever to the Biſhopric of 

| Cheſter, ſo that the Biſhop of Cheſter 
ſhould, -zp/ſo facto, be Parſon of Winwick. 
But he ſhould be obliged to keep a fixed 
Curate there, who ſhould: be appointed by 
him for Life, and-to whom he ſhould give 
2D 
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fix hundred Pounds a Year for his Aſſiſt- 
ance. And the like might, I doubt not, 
be done in ſome other Dioceſes. But no 
Biſhop ſhould hold a Living out of his own 
Dioceſe. 

By thus improving the Revenues of the 
poorer Biſhoprics in a permanent Manner 
by Act of Parliament, and not by an Ar- 
rangement made at the King's, or Miniſ- 
ter's, Pleaſure, every Time a Man is pro- 
moted to a poor Biſhopric, the Biſhops 
would become one Degree leſs dependant 
on the Crown, and leſs deſirous of Tranſ- 
lations ; and act more freely and uprightly 
in the Houſe of Lords, and be thought to 
do ſo, and therefore be more reſpected in 
the World. And yet they would be ſuffi- 
ciently dependant upon the Crown, partly 
from Gratitude for the Promotions they 
had received, and partly from the Hope 
of Tranſlations, which I do not propoſe 
B to 
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to prohibit. But they ſhould not be ſo 
frequent, and ſo neceſſary an Object of a 
new Biſhop's Ambition or Deſire. 


V. Havine thus provided ample Ad- 
ditions to the poorer Biſhoprics, I ſhould, 
without Scruple, proceed to ſtrip them of 
ſuch Parts of their Revenues as ought ne- 
ver to have been given them; I mean the 
Great Tythes of Pariſhes. Theſe I would 
take away from the Biſhops, and reſtore 
to the Vicars of the ſeveral Pariſhes to- 
which they had belonged. For Example, 
the Biſhopric of Cheſter (though but a 
ſmall Biſhopric) ſwallows up the Great 
Tythes of no leſs than twenty-three Pa- 
riſhes. Theſe I would take from the Bi- 
ſhopric, and reſtore to the ſeveral Pariſhes: 
which would be no Injury to the Biſhop 
of Cheſter, when his Income had been ſo 
greatly increaſed by making him perpetual 

| Rector 


1 
Rector of Winwick. And, in like Man- 
ner, I would take from all the other 
Biſhoprics of England, all the Great 
Tythes that are annexed to them, and 
would reſtore them to the ſeveral Pariſhes 
to which they originally belonged. By 
this Step a great many very poor Vicar- 
ages would be converted into reaſonable 


Proviſions for the Clergy who did the 
Duty of them. 


VI. I wovuLp, in like Manner, take 
from all the Deaneries and Prebends in the 
Kingdom the Great Tythes, that make a 
Part of their Revenues, and would reſtore 
the ſaid Great Tythes to the Vicarages-to 
which they originally belonged. But this 
I would do only when the faid Deaneries 
and Prebends became vacant, by Death or 
otherwiſe; ſo that the fatteſt and lazieſt 
Dean or Prebendary in the Kingdom 

: B 2 could 


( 12 ) 


could have no Reaſon to complain that he 
was deprived of the ſmalleſt Particle of his 
Income, whether it was well deſerved or 
not. 

And if, by thus taking back the Great 
Tythes which belong to Deaneries and 
Prebends, the Revenues belonging to thoſe 
Dignities were too much diminiſhed, I 
would conſolidate two or more of them 
into one. Thus, if any Deanery was re- 
duced, by this Means, below fix hundred 
Pounds a Year, I would add one or two of 
the Prebends to it, ſo as to make it fix 
hundred Pounds a Year. And, if any 
Prebend, that had been above two hun- 
dred Pounds a Year before this Reduction, 
was reduced below two hundred Pounds a 
Year, I would add another Prebend to it; 
ſo that there would be rather fewer Pre- 
bendaries than before; which would be a 
Matter of very ſmall Conſequence, 

VII. I 
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VII. I wovrD permit ho one to be a 
Prebendary of two Cathedrals, or a Dean 
of one and a Prebendary of another; with 
a Saving, however, of thoſe who are ſo 
already. This would tend to multiply de- 
cent Proviſions for the Clergy, and lefſen 
the preſent odious and invidious Inequa- 
lities among them. 


VIII. I wovuLD totally prohibit Plu- 
larities of Livings, whether Rectories or 
Vicarages, or even Donatives, to which 
there is no Epiſcopal Inſtitution : Neither 
Noblemen's Chaplains, nor even the King's 
Chaplains, nor Biſhops Chaplains, nor 
Doctors of Law or Divinity, ſhould, upon 
any Occaſion, have more than one Living, 
be the Living ever ſo ſmall. But this 
ſhould relate only to the future, and 
ſhould not affect thoſe who were already 
poſſeſſed of two Livings, But a Clergy- 

| man 
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man ſhould be allowed to hold one bs 
and one Deanery or Prebed. 
TuISs Regulation is perfectly agrecable. 
to the Canons of the Church; and it 
would. produce a conſiderable Number of 
decent and moderate Proviſions for the 
Clergy,. and increaſe the Chances of the 


poor Curates to become, one Day or other, 
Rectors or Vicars of Pariſhes. 


IX. In order to enforce Reſidence in 
the Clergy, I would make it neceſſary 
for every: Clergyman that was a Rector, 
or Vicar, of a Pariſh, in ſuing for his 
Tythes, to bring good Proof before the 
Court of Juſtice in which he ſued, and 
likewiſe to declare, upon Oath, that he 
had done Duty in his Pariſh Church, 
that is, ſome Part of the Duty, for forty 
Sundays in the Year, in which he 
claims his Tythes to have become due; 


Or, 
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or, if he has done Duty ſeldomer than 
forty Times, then to ſwear and bring 
good Proof that he has done Duty that 
lefler Number of Times. And, if he has 
done Duty for forty Sundays, he ſhall re- 
cover his whole Tythe; and, if he has 
done Duty ſeldomer than forty Times, he 
ſhall recover ſo many fortieth Parts of his 
Tythes as there are . on which he 
has done Duty. 

THis, I imagine, would be a very uſe- 
ful Regulation. For it has been obſerved 
of late Years, that many Clergymen, who 
have but one Living, decline their Refi- 
| dence upon it, and keep a Curate to do the 
Duty of it, while they, themſelves, ' go 
and reſide at ſome great Town where 
there is a good Deal of Company and 
Amuſement. This Evil would be leſſened 
by the foregoing Regulation. Yet it 
might not be perfectly cured by it, be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe the Clergy might go and reſide in 
ſome neighbouring great Town, and from 
- thence go to their Livings, and do Duty 
at them, on a Sunday. Therefore, it 
might perhaps be neceſſary to make ſome 
further Regulation on this Subject. But 
I have not thought of any; and the fore- 
going Regulation would often be of great 
Uſe. | 
Tris Regulation ſhould not ſuperſede 
any of the Laws now in Force, whether 
Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, againſt Non- 
reſidence, but ſhould be in Addition to 
them. 


X. Tur Great Tythes that conſtitute 
Part of the Revenues of Fellowſhips, or 
Maſterſhips of Colleges (which, I am 
told, are numerous), ſhould (upon the 
Vacancies of the faid Fellowſhips and 
Maſterſhips) be- given back to the Vicars 
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of the Pariſhes to which they originally 
belonged. It is ſaid, that many of theſe 
Livings, ſituated near Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, are ſerved by Junior Fellows of 
Colleges, from their ſeveral Colleges on a 
Sunday, and that, during the reſt of the 
Week, they are without a Clergyman re- 
ſident amongſt them; and, that the Con- 
ſequence is, that they are more unin- 
ſtructed in Religion, and more diſſolute in 
their Morals, than the Inhabitants of moſt 
other Pariſhes in the Kingdom ; and, that 
ſuch of them as are ſeriouſly diſpoſed, quit 
the Church of England, and go over to 
the Diſſenting Miniſters, —All this would 
be cured by the Regulation propoſed. 


XI. Wurm the Livings that are in the 
Gift of the Crown, or of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, have been vacant for fix Months, 
the Right of preſenting to them ſhould 
| C lapſe 
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lapſe to the Biſhops of the Dioceſes in 
which they are ſituated, who are, by the 
common Law of the Church, the Patrons 
of all Eccleſiaſtical Benefices; and, if the 
Biſhops neglect to preſent to them in the 
next ſix Months, they ſhould lapſe to the 
Archbiſhops in whoſe Provinces they are 
ſituated; and, if the Archbiſhops neglect 
to preſent to them in the next ſix Months, 
they ſhould lapſe to the King, or the Lord 

Chancellor again; and then again to the 
; Biſhops, and ſo on, in a continual Circu- 
lation. At preſent, it is ſaid, that ſome 
Livings have been vacant for Years with- 
out the Lord Chancellor's filling them up. 


XII. WHEREAs the Colleges in the 
Univerſities are at preſent reſtrained from 
acquiring the Advowſons of more Livings 
than Half the Number of their Fellow - 
ſhips,. which .cauſes Fellows of Colleges 

s to 
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to continue in that Condition till about 

the Age of forty-two, or forty-three 
| Years; and it would be defirable that ſuch 
of them as are not Tutors of their reſpec- 
tive Colleges, or other permanent Officers 
of them, ſhould go off to Livings about 
the Age of thirty-two, or thirty-three 
Years, inſtead of forty-two, or forty-three 
Years ;—and the Patronage of Colleges 
tends more to encourage Learning and 
clerical Merit, than the Patronage of pri- 


vate Noblemen or Gentlemen, who often 


give away their Livings without Regard to 


thoſe Circumſtances, and from mere per- 
ſonal Favour and Liking for companion- 
able Qualities, and often fell them for 
Money ;—it would be expedient to permit 


Colleges to acquire twice as many Advow- 


ſons of Livings as they are now reſtrained 


to, or as many as the whole Number of 


their Fellowſhips reſpectively amounts to. 
C2 ALL 
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ALL theſe Things might be done, with- 
out, in the leaſt Degree, invading the 
Government of the Church by Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, Deans, and 
Prebendaries, or leſſening the Revenues 
of the Biſhops, or depriving them of their 
Seats in the Houſe of Lords, or depriving 
the Crown of a great Influence over them, 
that will in general ſecure their Concur- 
rence to all reaſonable Meaſures of Govern- 
ment, and without offending the Conſci- 
ence of any Churchman, how orthodox 
ſoever. And, if they were done, they 
would tend greatly to the Honour and 
Advantage of the Church, and filence a 
great Number of Objections that are now 
made to it. 

AN additional Regulation might be as 
follows: 


XIII. To divide ſome very extenſive 
Pariſhes 


( 21 ) 
Pariſhes into five, or fix, ſeparate Pariſhes 
of a moderate Extent, Thus, for Exam- 
ple, the Pariſh of Simonburn, in North- 
umberland, of which Dr. Scott is Recor, 
is thirty-ſix Miles in Length and fourteen 
in Breadth, as I have been aſſured by Dr. 
Scott himſelf. The Income of it uſed to 
be five hundred Pounds a Year; but he 
has increaſed it to one thouſand four hun- 
dred Pounds a Year. Surely, this Pariſh 
might be divided into at leaſt four leſſer 
Pariſhes, each of which would be fourteen 
Miles long and nine Miles broad. This 
ſhould be done upon the next Vacancy of 
it. And I am told there are many ſuch 
very extenſive Pariſhes in the North of 
England, and I ſuppoſe alſo in other Parts 
of the Kingdom. This might be done 
without affecting the Rights of Patronage, 
or the Emoluments of the preſent Incum- 


bents of the Livings in the ſmalleſt De- 
gree. 
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gree. And the Intereſts of Religion would 
evidently be advanced by ſuch a Meaſure. 
As to equalizing Livings of very unequal 
Value that are near each other, though it 
might be a beneficial Meaſure when done, 
yet it would involve the Rights of the 
Patrons fo far, and be ſo difficult to exe- 
cute, that I do not wiſh to ſee it attempt- 
ed. For the ſame Reaſon, I do not fay 
any Thing about the Tythes. I know 
the Objections to every Scheme for taking 
them away, and ſubſtituting ſome other 
Revenue in the Room of them. If Land 
were ſo ſubſtituted, it would convert too 
great a Part of the Land of the Kingdom 
into Mortmain; and it would turn the 
Clergy into Farmers; and the Lands fo 
allotted to them would often not be well 
cultivated for Want of Money to repair 
their Farm-houſes and ſtock their Farms, 
and the like Reaſons. If Stipends in Mo- 
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ney were aſſigned to the Clergy, the Value 
of ſuch Stipends would continually decreaſe 
with the Value of Money as is now the 
Caſe with the Livings in the City of Lon- 
don. Their Stipends were fixed, I be- 


lieve, in the Year 1670; and, in the ſhort 


Space of one hundred and twenty Years, 


they are become leſs valuable than they 
were at firſt, in the Proportion of at leaſt 
One-half to the Whole; perhaps, in the 
Proportion of One-third to the Whole. 
And this Scheme would be ſubject to va- 
rious other Objections. And therefore I 
would let the Tythes alone, as well as the 
Equalization, or an Approach to an Equa- 
lization, of different contiguous Livings. 


The Reformation I propoſe, is eaſy as well 


as uſeful, and is grounded on the Maxims 
and Canons of the Church itſelf. 


I have omitted mentioning the Thirty- 


nine Articles, and the Liturgy, for the 


ſame 
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ſame Reaſons of the very great Difficulties 


that would occur in the Execution of a 
Plan for their Amendment; though, if 
it were once well done to the Satisfaction 
of the Clergy and People, it would cer- 
tainly be a great Bleſſing to the Nation. 


But, what is above propoſed, | is olear af 


all theſe Difficulties. 9 2 810 C 
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